YOU COULD MAKE

HISTORY!
Help name the new transit bridge over the Willamette

Conceptual rendering subject to change

New bridge reflects commitment to art
As part of TriMet’s public art program for the Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail Project, artists
Anna Valentina Murch and Doug Hollis are creating an aesthetic light program for the new
bridge. Lights focused on the cables and piers will fluctuate in response to a stream flow
monitor in the Willamette River, echoing the river movement below.

trimet.org/namethebridge

Meet your Bridge Naming Committee
A diverse group of leaders from across the region will review all submitted bridge names. Led by
Chet Orloff, director emeritus of the Oregon Historical Society, the committee will choose the
bridge name finalists. After gathering public input on these names from January to March
2014, the committee will send its recommendations to TriMet, which will announce the new
name in late spring 2014.
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Ready to help name the new bridge?
This is your chance to make history by helping name the transit bridge that will soon span
the Willamette. Historical, personal or profound—dream up a name that you like, and
submit it to the Bridge Naming Committee for consideration.
The name you choose might reflect local geography, Native American history, area plants
or animals, or other themes related to the symbolic nature of connecting the region. Let
your imagination run free, and send in your name today!

✁
Count me in—I want to make history!
trimet.org/namethebridge
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Your proposed bridge name

Submit your proposed name online or by mailing this card to TriMet Customer
Information, 1800 SW First Ave., Suite 300, Portland, OR, 97201.
The deadline is 5 p.m. on Dec. 1, 2013, so don't delay!
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Share with us the meaning of the name, and its historical,
biographical, cultural or other significance.

Conceptual image from the east bank of the Willamette River. Conceptual rendering subject to change.

A new bridge is coming—and it needs a name!
For the first time in 40 years, a new bridge will soon span the Willamette River in Portland.
The car-free bridge will connect the eastside and westside, helping improve commutes
and transit across the region.
While we know what the bridge will do and even what it will look like, we don’t know what
it will be called—that’s why we need your help.

Dream up a name for the region's newest bridge,
and you could make history!

Your name

Your email address

Project Partners: Federal Transit Administration, Clackamas County, Metro, City of Milkwaukie, Multnomah County,
The City of Oregon City, The Oregon Department of Transportation, Portland Development Commission

GET INVOLVED IN NAMING THE REGION’S NEW BRIDGE
Opening in 2015:
Portland-Milwaukie
Light Rail Bridge

History flows through the Willamette

Conceptual rendering subject to change

The new transit bridge will soon be part of the human history of the
Willamette River—a history that dates back at least 10,000 years.
Tens of thousands of Native Americans lived and traveled along the
Willamette, then called the Multnomah. Most were from the many
Kalapuyan nations, including the Tualatin, Santiam and Yamhill. Other
tribes from the region, including the Clackamas at Willamette Falls and the
Molalla from the Cascades, traded with the Kalapuyans along the river.

The yet-to-be-named Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail
Bridge is a critical component of a new 7.3-mile
light rail alignment that will connect north
Clackamas County, Milwaukie and inner SE Portland
with downtown Portland and the regional MAX system.

At more than 1,700 feet in length,
the bridge will be the largest carfree transit bridge in the U.S.,
carrying light rail trains, buses, streetcars, cyclists
and pedestrians.

Conceptual image from the east bank of the Willamette River

Clackamas County Historical Society
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By the 1840s, Milwaukie, Oregon City and Portland had sprung up along
the Willamette. Wheat, produce and even gold flowed down what quickly
became a vital river of commerce.
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Portland Milwaukie Light Rail

Today, nearly seven in 10 Oregonians live within 20 miles of the
Willamette River, which continues to serve as a center for commerce,
as well as recreation and transportation.

Willamette River

The bridge will add capacity to the region’s overall
transportation system, with more light rail connections
creating better access to important destinations
and reducing commute pressure on other bridges.

To Milwaukie and North
Clackamas County

Native peoples were the first of millions of people to rely on the
Willamette for food, transportation, recreation, trade and more.
Captain William Clark entered the river in 1806, followed by more
than 50,000 fur traders, pioneers and missionaries.
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What’s in a name?
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Bridges are more than just cables and concrete. They’re
engineering wonders that connect people, provide safe
passage, and become city and state icons because of their
influence on communities—and because of their names.
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Bridge names can evoke historical moments and provoke
conversation. They can remind us of the
names of noted community leaders, or
suggest the beauty, wildness or wonder of
an entire region.

St. Johns Bridge, Walter Boychuck photo, Oregon Historical Society, #66000854

Fremont Bridge, Oregon Historical Society, #66000872

What will be the name of the new bridge
over the Willamette? Send in your ideas
today to give

the region’s
newest landmark a name
worth remembering!

Oregon City Bridge, Clackamas County Historical Society

Interstate Bridge, Benjamin Gifford photo, Oregon Historical Society, #66000536
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